Mr. George Henry Lewes has long been well known in the literary world as a writer of distinguished ability and remarkable versatility.
There are few of our leading periodicals to which he has not been an esteemed contributor; and if his anonymous writings were collected, we believe that they would alike surprise us in regard to the range of subjects over which he has travelled, and the freshness and vigour he has shown in the treatment of every one. He seems to have first applied himself to the practical study of Natural Science as a refreshment after the completion of his opus magnum; and he took up the then fashionable study of Marine Zoology with considerable energy, and showed no small amount of ability as well as of zeal in its pursuit. Under the title of " Sea-side Studies" he contributed in 1856 and 1857 a series of papers to 1 Blackwood's Magazine,' which at once attracted attention for the vivid freshness with which the author's personal experiences were presented, the unexpected extent of the acquaintance which he displayed with some of the abstruser parts of the subject, and the ingenuity of many of the doctrines which he advanced. The well-informed critic, however, could not believe, that the anterior roots are the channels of those impressions which excite muscular sensibility; for the experiments referred to by Mr. Lewes as proving the persistence of the muscular sensibility after the division of all the posterior nerve-roots, are far from affording conclusive evidence to that effect.
For the division of the posterior nerve-roots in Mammals is followed by results very different from those which show themselves in Frogs; the diminution of the power of executing motions which require guiding sensations being very obvious in the former, though the movements of the latter seem but little if at all interfered with.
And we have already pointed out* that this difference is probably due to the fact, that in purely reflex movements (to which category we should refer by far the larger proportion of those executed by frogs) there is not that occasion for muscular sensations, which exists in the case of actions springing from those more elevated impulses which constitute a far larger proportion of the whole in the higher Vertebrata. We happen to know, moreover, that M. Brown-Sequard is far from being himself satisfied that his experiments justify the interpretation put upon them by Mr. Lewes; but that he inclines, with us, to the view that the posterior and not the anterior nerve-roots are the channels of the musculosensory impressions. But even supposing that the latter were proved to be the case, it would be necessary for Mr. Lewes, in order to make good his doctrine, to prove that the very same Reviews.
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fibres minister to muscular sensibility when their neurility is excited at the periphery, as minister to muscular motion when their neurility is excited at the centre,?a doctrine which is opposed to all that we at present know of the endowments of nerves.
Further, it is known to every anatomist that it is a pure assumption on the part of Mr. Lewes to assert that the fibres of the anterior roots are distributed exclusively to the muscles, and those of the posterior roots exclusively to the skin. It is in fact rather curious to find him reproving 
